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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 621  

By  Burchett 

 

 
A RESOLUTION to honor and congratulate Ben Duncan of 

Knoxville on the celebration of his fourth 
eightieth birthday. 

 
 WHEREAS, it is fitting the this General Assembly pay tribute to those citizens who are 

celebrating special occasions in their estimable lives; and 

 WHEREAS, on May 14, 2009, Ben Duncan of Knoxville celebrated his fourth eightieth 

birthday, a milestone that was commemorated as yet another precious souvenir of life’s rich 

pageant; and 

 WHEREAS, when the West Knoxville native left home to join the Army and serve in 

World War II, his family’s farm looked very different from the place he returned to after the war; 

while he was serving his country courageously and earning a Purple Heart in Germany, France, 

Holland, and Czechoslovakia, the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) made some significant 

changes to the twenty-eight acres Mr. Duncan had left behind; and 

 WHEREAS, upon his return, he found that his father, Frank, had opened a boat dock 

where a barn once stood; during the early 1940s, the TVA had flooded countless acres as new 

dams came on line, and the Duncans had to move their barn up a hill, away from the newly 

risen waters of Fort Loudoun Lake; and 

 WHEREAS, in the days before many families owned their own boats, the Duncans built 

fishing boats and rented them; for one dollar, a customer could rent a boat with a paddle for one 

day, while a day on a boat with a motor cost three dollars; and 

 WHEREAS, Ben Duncan worked as a rural mail carrier for many years before assuming 

proprietorship of the dock for his brother Landon, who passed away in 1974; and
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 WHEREAS, today, Duncan Boat Dock is the only dock on the lake still owned and 

operated by the family that first opened it; although Mr. Duncan has largely avoided making any 

major changes to the establishment, he did add a credit card machine for customers buying 

gasoline; and 

 WHEREAS, it would be safe to wager, Mr. Duncan speculates, that his is the only going 

concern in West Knoxville that does not use any computers in the course of a business day; all 

boat launches are recorded in a notebook, and Mr. Duncan tracks his customers using index 

cards and a bound ledger; and 

 WHEREAS, most of the boaters who rent one of the dock’s one hundred slips have been 

customers of Mr. Duncan for years; they faithfully patronize Duncan’s Boat Dock because of its 

esteemed proprietor and the idyllic beauty that surrounds it; and 

 WHEREAS, Ben Duncan is aware that some docks in the vicinity are far busier than his, 

but the thought of such intensive operations simply does not appeal to him; “If I can’t operate it 

from my recliner, I don’t want to do it,” he flatly declares; and 

 WHEREAS, since returning from World War II, Ben Duncan has never left his home for 

more than a few days; it would be foolish, in his estimation, to want a vacation from the dock his 

family has operated on Fort Loudoun Lake for over half of a century; and 

 WHEREAS, we wish to grasp this golden opportunity to specially recognize on of 

Tennessee’s most outstanding citizens on this very special occasion; now, therefore, 

 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE ONE HUNDRED SIXTH GENERAL 

ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

CONCURRING, that we hereby honor and congratulate Ben Duncan of Knoxville as he begins 

his ninth decade for the fourth time and offer our best wishes for every continued success. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared 

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy. 


